l8o             DAVIS    OFF    THE    ICE-CLIFF    COASTS
Sydney for a complete overhaul and then made an oceanographical
cruise that is outside the scope of this volume. We must notice,
however, that a call was made at Macquarie Island in June, 1912,
and the station found in full working order, but no messages had
been received from Cape Denison. This cruise ended on August
iyth and another month's oceanographical work was carried out,
from November i2th to December i4th. Preparations were then
made for the second Antarctic voyage.
The Aurora on. this voyage rejoiced in two Master Mariners
with the same surname. The ship was still under the command of
Captain John King Davis, but Captain James Davis of Hobart also
sailed as whaling expert. There were several other passengers,
including the Secretary of the expedition and a Dutch marine
artist. A heavy mail, 521 tons of coal and thirty-five sheep, were
being carried. Lastly, twenty-one dogs, presented by Captain
Amundsen, were taken on board.
Captain James Davis piloted the ship out of Hobart on Decem-
ber 26th, 1912, and on the 29th the first deep-sea sounding was
taken near the one hundred and fiftieth meridian east. The usual
gales were met with on the way south, one of which did some
damage. Blue whales were seen on January i ith, 1913, and on the
following day Captain J. K. Davis wrote : " We have sailed right
over the position of the barrier, met with in 1912, and seen no trace
of it. Apparently Cote Clarie, described by D'Urville in 1840, and
discovered by us to have disappeared in 1912, was a similar ice-
formation." l
The Aurora sounded her way, late on the i2th, into Common-
wealth Bay and was off the Mackellar Islets at midnight. At 2 a.m.
on January ijth the starboard anchor was dropped. A fierce
squall struck the ship at 6 a.m. and broke the anchor chain. The
port anchor was then dropped, but the wind suddenly swung
round to the north and sent the ship's stern to within a hundred
yards of the ice cliffs, though there were still 17 fathoms of water
under her keel. The weather did not moderate sufficiently to
establish communication with the shore until noon, when it was
found that three of the sledging-parties had not yet returned.
Dr. Mawson's instructions were that if he had not reached Cape
Denison by January i5th, 1913, Captain Davis was to take full
charge of the expedition.   There was no anxiety yet regarding the
safety of Mawson's Party and on the i6th Madigan's Party returned.
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